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Concern over COVID-19 has affected the cattle markets along with the general economy.
The Livestock Marketers of Saskatchewan is monitoring the situation closely and individual
members are responsible for their own protocols. We are encouraging cattlemen to
contact our members directly for service related details.

Message from the President
Greetings all.
It is hard to comprehend the magnitude of what has happened in
the last month, and worrisome to think of what the future may
hold. At the beginning of 2020, the cattle market was poised to be
heading in the right direction. When COVID-19 started to rear its
head, nobody could have imagined it would come to this. Three
weeks ago, there started to be worries of packing plants closing and
drastically reducing kills. At the time, it almost seemed like there
was no way that was going to happen, but here we are. It is no
secret what a backlog of fed cattle rolling into the summer months
will do to the fall calf market.
As of today, there are several proposals that have been put
together with the hard work of provincial and federal industry associations. Confidence that there will be
some assistance coming our way seems to have been replaced with some frustration this week. We have
yet to hear back from our federal government on any assistance, and the announcement of nine billion
dollars going towards university students was no doubt hard to stomach. Good luck getting any
university students to come work for you this summer!
On Wednesday, our provincial industry associations had another call with Saskatchewan Agriculture
Minister Marit. It pretty well mirrored the previous week’s call, but there was definitely a more frustrated
tone coming from the industry. Mr. Marit noted that he was meeting with the Federal Agriculture Minister
on Thursday, and that a proposal would be made to them at that time. He was not able to tell us what
exactly that proposal would be, but noted we would be hearing something soon. LMS stated that we are
supportive and stand behind all proposals made by the industry associations, and also that we were very
appreciative of all the work that the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture was putting into the
process. LMS also assured the Agriculture Minister that our facilities were operating within the provincial
guidelines and are able to facilitate our customers in moving their livestock. We all have no doubt been
dealing with challenges we never would have dreamed of, but the transitions seem to have gone
extremely well. All reports are that bull, bred, and replacement heifer sales have gone very well. That is
great news, as these sales mostly rely on large crowds of low volume buyers. Commercial sales have also
been strong (considering the market climate), and bidding has been competitive. Rick Burton from the
Minister’s office expressed his pleasure in hearing that we have been able to operate and provide the
industry with this vital service.
If any members have any issues that need to be brought to the Provincial Ag Minister’s attention, please
do not hesitate to reach out as we have another conference call next Wednesday.

Alan Jackson
President

Update from the LMS Office
The situation with COVID-19 has caused disruptions across all
industries and we in the agriculture and food sector are no
exception. As the current public health environment continues to
evolve and restrictions, shutdowns and regulations are constantly
changing, the Livestock Marketers of Saskatchewan are working
hard to ensure your voice is heard. Our goal is to lessen the impact
on our members by providing timely, relevant information to decision
makers so they can make the best choices for our industry.
LMS management and the executive participate in weekly meetings
with government and other groups to contribute to the planning
effort, share areas of concern and keep up to date on coming
changes. Included is a weekly industry meeting with the
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture and other provincial livestock
organizations where each group has an opportunity to outline our top areas of concern.
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, we participate in a national meeting hosted by Agriculture and Agri-food
Canada, whereby they provide us with an update and industry organizations from across the country are
invited to provide feedback. These two meetings allow the industry an opportunity to share their priorities
and give the government some direction. If you would like to join the Agriculture and Agri-food Canada
Round Table, please contact the LMS office for the dial-in number and passcode.
We recently joined the twice-weekly Beef Industry Stakeholders Update, hosted by the Canadian
Cattlemen Association, which is made up of several provincial and national beef organizations. If you
would like to participate in this call, contact Paula Jenkins with the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association at
jenkinsp@cattle.ca.
If you would like to bring forward concerns and/or questions for these meetings, please contact Alan
Jackson or our office and we will relay them for you.
We encourage you to keep up to date with the Province’s guidelines on COVID-19 and the public health
orders, respect social distancing, and stay healthy and safe.
Regards,
Adele Buettner
Executive Director

Thank you John Williamson!
The board and staff at the Livestock Marketers of Saskatchewan would
like to thank John Williamson of Mankota Stockmen's Weigh Co. for his
years of volunteer service to Saskatchewan's livestock marketing
industry. His professional experience and valued opinion were a welcome
part of each board meeting and his contribution to the industry has
helped shape it today.
We wish him all the best in his retirement.

Promotional Partnership

LMS and SCA are in the third year of a three year
partnership whereby LMS helps promote the
Saskatchewan Cattlemen's Association, their
programs and activities through our members
market facilities.
We will provide updated information periodically to
our membership.
Thank you to all who participate.

Resources
Livestock Handling Manual

Livestock Handling Practices for Marketing Centre
Staff Manual & DVD
$110 (+GST & Shipping)
To learn more visit our website
or contact our office .

LMS Unveils New Website

Livestock Marketers of Saskatchewan is proud to
present our updated website at
LivestockMarketers.ca. We recently undertook a
renovation process and updated and moved the
content from our website to a new platform with a
shiny new look. We encourage any questions
comments or feedback on the website.
Additionally, if you have suggestions for additional
content that is relevant to our industry and would
be of value to you in your work, please contact our
office.

Canadian Cattlemen's Association Cattle Transport Record
Here is a sample record keeping form that has been
developed by the CFIA / Industry Working Group which
covers new record keeping components under the
humane transport regulations.
The Canadian Cattlemen's Association asks that you
don't hesitate to distribute as needed.
If there are any questions or comments (including
beneficial formatting changes) please contact:
Brady Stadnicki
Manager, Policy and Programs
Canadian Cattlemen’s Association
Mobile: (613) 806-2021
Twitter: @B_Stadnicki
stadnickib@cattle.ca
www.cattle.ca

Download Form

For more information about LMS, our activities and membership options, visit

www.livestockmarketers.ca





